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The Kansas State Hospital for Epileptics Opens. —The first group 
of cottages in the female department of the Kansas State Hospital for 
Epileptics at Parsons was opened for patients October 17, when eighty- 
eight patients were transferred from the State hospitals for the insane. 
The male epileptics were transferred at the opening of the institution last 
year. The entire epileptic population of the State hospitals for the insane 
has now been removed to Parsons. The hospital has at present 265 
patients, with a total capacity of 400. It is built on the cottage plan and is 
designed to accommodate 800 to 1,000 patients when completed. The con¬ 
struction and arrangement of the buildings afford ample opportunity for 
classification. Both sane and insane epileptics are received for treatment. 

The Chair of Nervous and Mental Diseases at the Medico- 
Chirurgical College in Philadelphia. —Dr. William Pickett has been 
elected professor of nervous and mental diseases in the Medico-Chirurgical 
College. Dr. Pickett was born in Meadville; graduated from Allegheny 
College in 1892, and from the Jefferson Medical College in 1895. Since his 
graduation, Dr. Pickett has served as resident physician, registrar to the 
neurological department, and official examiner of the insane at the Phila¬ 
delphia General Hospital. Among the contributions to the literature of 
neurology the credit of first describing the infraspinatus reflex belongs to. 
Pickett. 

Faculty of Medicine of Messina.— Dr. Silvio Tonnini, professor 
extraordinary of psychiatry, has been appointed professor ordinary in the 
above institution. 

Foreign Appointments. —Dr. Scheven has been appointed privat do¬ 
cent in psychiatry at Rostock. 

Prof. E. Schultze, of Bonn, has been appointed professor in psychiatry 
and neurology at Greifswald. 

Prof. A. Westphal, A.O., professor and director of the psychiatric 
clinic at Greifswald, has had a call to Bonn. 

Dr. George Koester, privat docent at Leipzig, has been appointed 
extraordinary professor. 

New Officers Epilepsy Association. —At the fourth annual meet¬ 
ing of the National Association for the Study of Epilepsy, held in Boston, 
November 22, the following officers were elected for the coming year: 
President, Dr. W. P. Spratling, of Sonyea, N. Y.; First Vice-President,. 
Hon. W. P. Letchworth, LL.D,. of Portage, N. Y.; Second Vice-President,. 
Dr. Max Madhouse, of New Haven, Conn.; Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. 
Everett Flood, of Palmer, Mass. Chairman of the Executive Committee,. 
Dr. William N. Bullard, of Boston. 

The next meeting will be held in New York City in November, 1905. 

The American Neurological Association. —This society, at its annual 
meeting, held this year in St. Louis, elected the following officers: Presi¬ 
dent, Dr. William G. Spiller, of Philadelphia; Vice-Presidents, Drs. Philip 
Zenner, of Cincinnati, and William N. Bullard, of Boston; Secretary, Dr. 
G. M. Hammond, of New York. The next meeting will be held in Phila¬ 
delphia, in 1905. 
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The Relation of Sex to Brain Activity.— Dr. J, de Korosky, Director 
of Municipal Statistics at Buda Pest, Hungary, recently read a paper before 
the British Medical Association on the above subject, drawing for his 
material on twenty-seven years of study among the school children of that 
city. During the first school years there is an equality of mind, but this 
is followed by an increase in mental activity among girls, so that at the 
end of the school period all tests favored the female sex. His conclusions 
are that feminine intelligence develops more rapidly, but probably will not 
sustain itself for so long as the masculine. This he deduces from the fact 
that men have always done more of the world's work, even down to old 
age. while women leave the ranks at a comparatively early date. 

Improvements at Schuylkill Insane Asylum. —This institution, so 
frequently denounced by the Pennsylvania State Board of Charities, and 
once described in court as being “worse than Dante's Inferno,” is to be 
refitted. Plans have been asked for describing a suitable addition to the 
present structure, and it is desired that such addition shall secure more 
room for beds, etc., than is now available, and also a better classification 
of neurotic ailments than is now practicable. 

Report of Norristown Hospital for the Insane. —The annual report 
of the State Hospital for the Insane at 'Norristown, Penn., has been issued, 
and shows an enrollment of 1.175 patients. Of these 17 are attendants in 
the wards and refectory, and 83 are away on parole. Last year there were 
216 admissions, and 76 were discharged as restored. Ten improved and 
3 were apparently not benefited. The death rate was 5.8 per cent., the 
lowest figure reached in fifteen years. 

Psychoses Among Soldiers. —The hardships and bad food, as well 
as the nervous tension caused by the ever-present danger, all predispose 
the soldier in the field to nervous derangements and insanity, says the 
Globe. Russian physicians report that in the wars with both Turkey and 
China a large number of acute psychoses were met with, and many men 
who had gone mad were shot that they might not fall into the hands of 
Chinese torturers. During the present war, says the British Medical 
Journal, many cases of delirium have been observed in the garrison at Port 
Arthur. On board the Manchuria, when taken by the Japanese, were found 
fourteen insane soldiers. 

English Lunacy Commission Reports.— The history of the work of 
This commission is brought down to January. 1, 1904, in a voluminous essay 
of 500 pages, which is full of statistics, but parts of which, nevertheless, 
make interesting reading. The number of certified insane shows an excess 
of 3.235 over that of last year. In the decade of 1893 to 1903 the average 
yearly increase was 2.513. As regards the ratio of insane to the total popu¬ 
lation. last year it was 34.14 against 34.71 at present reported. The total 
increase in accordance with the population ratio of the past ten years was 
13.1 per cent.; the increase in the insane, 27.3 per cent. The report em¬ 
phasizes the prominent influence of alcohol among the physical causes of 
insanity, a fact which will no doubt please the ultra temperance element 
of both England and America. 

Dr. A. E. Macdonald retired from the superintendency of the Man¬ 
hattan State Hospital, East. Ward's Island. New York, on October 1, 1904, 
after which date and until further notice, all communications relating to the 
hospital should be addressed to Dr. J. T. W. Rowe, acting superintendent. 
Dr. Macdonald’s personal address is Columbia Court, 431 Riverside Avenue, 
corner of 115th Street, New York City. 
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Care of the Insane in Pennsylvania.— The Association of Super¬ 
intendents and Trustees of Institutions for the Insane of Pennsylvania, 
held a meeting in the South Mountain Asylum, on September 22. It was 
very gratifying to the members of the association to find an attendance of 
twenty-eight, the largest thus far in its history. The association was well 
pleased with the manner of conducting the South Mountain institution, 
and was also surprised to find that almost every inmate supports himself 
by labor on the farm belonging to the asylum. Papers were read by Drs. 
R. H. Chase and J. M. Murdoch. Officers were elected as follows: Presi¬ 
dent, Dr. J. B. Chapin, of Philadelphia; Vice-President, Dr. H. B. Meredith, 
of Danville; Secretary, Dr. M. S. Guth. of Warren. The next meeting will 
be held at Polk, in May, 1905. 

Dr. George F. Butler has severed his connection with the Alma 
Springs Sanitarium, at Alma, Mich., where for nearly five years he has 
been Medical Superintendent, and has returned to Chicago, where he will 
henceforth limit his practice strictly to internal medicine. He will fill the 
chairs of professor of therapeutics in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, and professor of medicine in the Dearborn Medical College; 
he has also been appointed as one of the attending physicians in the 
Samaritan Hospital. Dr. Rutler will continue to edit and publish his 
magazine, Hov.' to Live, and it is understood that he has underway another 
medical work for a Philadelphia medical book publisher. 

The Fourth Session of the Association of Assistant Physicians of 
the Ohio State Hospitals was held at the Columbus State Hospital, Colum¬ 
bus, Ohio, October 5 and 6, 1904. 

Afternoon Meeting, October 5.—Dr. George Stockton, Superintendent 
of the Columbus State Hospital, made a short address of welcome. 

William W. Richardson, of Columbus, presented a patient, and gave 
full clinical details, in which a diagnosis of syringomyelia had been made. 

Isabel A. Bradley, Columbus, presented three brain tumors. Two were 
sarcomas, involving the left frontal lobes. The third was a large glioma, 
occupying both lateral ventricles and involving the corpus callosum, fornix 
and septum lucidum. 

E. E. Gaver, Columbus, gave a brief report of eight cases of tubercu¬ 
losis treated in the open air colony at the Columbus State Hospital. 

Guy H. Williams, Columbus, showed the pathological specimens from 
a case of sudden death, found at autopsy to be due to an aneurism of the 
heart. 

C. T. Harding, Jr., Columbus, exhibited a patient, nine years old, with 
shVht hereditary predisposition, showing psychical attacks varying from 
short periods of depression to spells of subconsciousness of several hours’ 
duration, in which the child acts very differently from her normal self. 
The attacks are preceded and accompanied by slight rise of temperature, 
excessive action of the heart, and a feeling of sickness over the sternum. 
A tentative diagnosis of psychical epilepsy is made. 

Ralph W. Holmes. Gallipoli's, read a paper entitled “Clinical Observa¬ 
tions of Status Epilepticus.” This paper was discussed by Drs. E. E. 
Gaver. F. D. Ferneau, G. T. Harding, Jr.. I. A. Brady and R. W. Holmes. 

Guy H. Williams, Columbus, read a paper entitled “Arterio-sclerosis 
of the Brain, with Report of Case with Autopsy.” Drs. N. H. Young, 
G. T. Harding. Jr.. E. E. Gaver. W. H. Pritchard, I. A. Bradley and G. H. 
Williams discussed the paper. 

Morning Meeting, October 6 . —Mary E. Cadwallader. Dayton, read a 
paper entitled “A Report of Two Cases of Insanity of Pregnancy and 
Puerperium.” The discussion was by Drs. Ferneau, Harding and Cadwalla¬ 
der. 
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Paper: “Laboratory Aids in the Rapid Diagnosis of Hydrophobia,” by 
Dr. Walter H. Buhlig, Gallipolis, was read. Discussion by Drs. I. A. 
Bradley, K. S. West. F. D. Ferneau, R. W. Holmes and W. H. Pritchard. 

Following the completion of the programme the business of the Asso¬ 
ciation was taken up. Dr. Isabel A. Bradley, Columbus, reported the work 
of the Dietary Committee. This committee was enlarged to include one 
member from each State Hospital. Dr. F.. E. Gaver, Columbus, reported the 
work of the Legislatiev Committee. Dr. R. W. Holmes, Gallipolis, chairman 
of special committee to represent the Association at the Cleveland meeting 
of the Ohio State Medical Association, reported the passage by that body 
of the following resolution: Resolved, That the Ohio State Medical Asso¬ 
ciation hereby expresses its approval and endorsement of the object and 
work of the Association of assistant physicians of the Ohio State hospitals. 

Drs. W. C. Kendig and J. W. Mann, of Longview Hospital. Cincin¬ 
nati, and Drs. E. B. Morrison and Arthur G. Helmick, Gallipolis, were 
elected to active membership. 

The next session will be held at the Dayton State Hospital, Dayton, 
Ohio, April 5 and 6, 1905. 


Ralph W. Holmes. Secretary 



